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ASSIGNMENT
 Your final assignment this semester is to create a typographic 
poster based on an assigned song title and the band or artist that 
performs the song.
 The poster will be a conceptually driven, typographic design 
reflecting the visual/emotional impact of your assigned song using 
typography only, rather than imagery as your visual language. 
The poster will need to contain the following levels of information: 
the song title, the band name, the concert information (location, 
time etc.) and several paragaphs of information about the song 
and its author or the history of the band. You must employ an 
underlying grid for the text (both columns and baseline grid). You 
may wish to think of this typographic manipulation as emotional 
communication via type.
	 In this assignment, you will continue to explore the grid as 
an underlying structure and expand on your concepts of visual 
hierarchy. We’re pretending that your assigned songs will be 
performed in the Murchison Performing Arts Center in the Spring 
of 2016. You will need to include ticket information (box office 
contact info + pricing).

OBJECTIVES
+ Engage in the research process effectively.
+ Find creative solutions beyond the obvious clichés.
+ Begin to explore the possibilities of layout design using a grid.
+ Achieve high quality and sufficient quantities of conceptual  
 visual solutions.
+ Experiment with visual hierarchy.
+ Select typography appropriate to the artist or genre.
+ Experiment with type: type placement, type size and   
 relationships, weights, leadings, postures, layering,
 kerning, etc.
+ Address issues designing with typography: selection,   
 combination, type color, weight, posture, serif/sans
 serif, leading, kerning, word spacing, etc.
+ Demonstrate a strong, successful use of formal design elements  
 and principles (balance, point of entry, path, scale, etc.) and the  
 principles of Gestalt.
+ Effectively use negative space as a design element.
+ Accurately and technically render final tight pencils.
+ Demonstrate ability to transfer the tight pencils to final   
 computer comps.

FINAL	SIZE
22” x 33” color, full-bleed poster, portrait or landscape orientation 
(portrait preferred), plotter output on plotter paper.

PROJECT	PARAMETERS
You will each be assigned a song title. You’ll need to research 
the band as well the genre of music they played. You should also 
understand the band’s place within a larger context with regard 
to a time line of music history in general. Thorough research is 
the most important foundational step toward unexpected and 
successful design solutions.

SCHEDULE
Wed Nov 16 Review Assignment, receive song
  Homework: 25 thumbnail sketches due Monday
Fri Nov 18 Turn in Project / Work Day
  Homework: 25 thumbnail sketches due Monday

Mon Nov 21 Review Concepts 
  Homework: Study for Type Test
Wed Nov 23 Class Cancelled

Happy Thanksgiving!

Mon Nov 28 Work Day
  Homework: Work on Digital Comp
Wed Nov 30 Critique printout 12 x 18”
  Homework: Work on Digital Comp
Fri Dec 2 Type Test! + Work Day
  Homework: Work on Digital Comp

Mon Dec 5 Final Critique, Bring 22 x 33 inch printout
Wed Dec 7 Project Due 

TYPOGRAPHIC POSTER


